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For Release:  May 20, 2009

Headline:  The Ride of Silence Gains Momentum in Oakland County

Royal Oak, MI - On May 20, 2009, at 7:00 PM, the Ride of Silence (now in its seventh year) 
will begin in North America and continue to roll across the globe. Cyclists will take to the roads 

in a slow, silent procession to honor cyclists who have been killed or injured while cycling on 

public roadways. Although cyclists have a legal right to Share the Road with motorists, the 

motoring public often isn't aware of these rights, and sometimes not aware of the cyclists 

themselves. The Ride of Silence is a free ride that asks its cyclists to ride no faster than 12 mph 

and remain silent during the ride. The Ride, which is held during National Bike Safety Month 

and Week, aims to raise the awareness of motorists, police and city officials that cyclists have a 
legal right to the public roadways.

The Oakland County ride which starts at the Royal Oak Library, will consist of members all 

major bicycling clubs in the area approx. 100 cyclists are expected to participate in the 10 

mile ride.  Calvin T. Hughes Jr., Ride Leader for the Wolverine Sports Club, will follow a pre- 
determined route through downtown Royal Oak and up to Birmingham continuing through the 
downtown area where it will finish at Merrill Park.  A funeral hearse, donated by the Desmond 
Funeral Homes, will provide safe escort for the participants and underscore the dire implications   

of not heeding the intended message of the event.
(more)

“Unfortunately, there are far too many people who have lost a loved-one or friends in a tragic 

auto/bike accident,” said Colleen M. Brown of Rochester Hills, MI.  “In 2007 (the most recent 

available Michigan State Police Statistics) there were 2,188 reported accidents between 
automobiles and bicycles. The largest percentage of fatalities occurred in two demographics,
· Children 11-15 yrs. of age (23.5%)
· Adults 45-54 yrs of age (41.2%)
Many drivers are not aware that bicycles legally are required to ride in the streets and roads not 
on sidewalks.   Our message is ‘Share the Road- for everyone’s safety,” Ms Brown concluded. 

Participants of all abilities are invited to join the procession. The ride will not exceed 10 mph. 

The event starts at 6:30PM at the Fountain behind the Royal Oak Library on 11 Mile Rd. 
between Main and Troy Streets.  A brief ceremony remembering family and loved-ones who lost 
their lives while riding their bicycle, will be  held, followed by ride protocol and safety 
instructions.  The ride will return to Royal Oak around 8:30PM.






###
RIDE FACTS

· 1998- Michigan: Bicycle/motor vehicle crashes totaled 3,097 reported incidents.  Of those 27 were fatalities.

· 2007- Michigan: 2,188 reported crashes between bicycles and motor vehicles. There were18 fatalities. While the statistics are going in the right direction, it is still far too many deaths and injuries.
· In 2008, there 299 registered Ride of Silence events, which were held in all 50 states, 18 countries, on 5 continents. 

· In 2008, R-o-S’s 25 were held in Michigan. 31 are confirmed for 2009. Again, Michigan showing the world solidarity in wanting to make our streets safe for cyclists. 
· Colleen M. Brown, Event Organizer, is a former model, articulate spokesperson, well informed and passionate cyclist. An ideal subject for on-camera (or in studio)  interviews Having lost a dear friend in a tragic bicycle accident, she has devoted  much time and effort to  create safer streets for cyclist and motorists.
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Contacts:  Colleen M. Brown  -   Ride Organizer


	      � HYPERLINK "mailto:rideofsilence4oaklandco@gmail.com" �rideofsilence4oaklandco@gmail.com�


                  248-417-6235


                   


                   Dennis R. Van Stee  - Communications


                   � HYPERLINK "mailto:dvanstee@comcast.net" �dvanstee@comcast.net�


	       248-656-9072


                     








